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Curriculum Outline for Year 2 Autumn Term 2016
Please remember this is a summary and a guideline. Therefore it may be subject to alteration as circumstances change, at the teacher’s discretion.

English: As a link with our Humanities topic, we will look at the stories of Beatrix Potter and other toy related texts. Children will use writing frameworks to construct their own stories, character descriptions, poems and glossaries. Through regular grammar exercises, children will develop their understanding of grammatical structure and punctuation. Children will look at a range of texts and complete comprehension tasks to develop early reading skills. In spelling, Year 2 continue with the Jolly Phonics scheme and during this term we look at vowel spelling patterns.
Maths: At the start of the term, we will be consolidating understanding of place value and revising the mental addition and subtraction strategies from the previous term. Children will extend their knowledge of 3D shapes and identify and sort shapes according to their properties. During this term, children will be introduced to the concept of multiplication and gain an understanding of the 2x, 5x and 10x tables. They will develop a greater understanding of telling the time to the nearest quarter of an hour using digital and analogue clocks, and use coins to solve problems involving addition, subtraction and giving change. The children will construct and interpret tally charts, pictograms and block graphs.
Science: During the first half of term, Year 2 will be working on a topic about Electricity. They will be learning about mains and battery electricity, where electricity comes from, the uses and dangers of electricity, insulators and conductors of electricity and they will be constructing a simple electrical circuit. During the second half of term, Year 2 will be working on a topic about Forces. They will be learning about the push and pull forces, magnetism and they will be doing simple experiments to test different forces.

Humanities: Our theme for this term is Toys and the children will be looking at how toys have changed over the years from the Victorians to the present day. They will make comparisons between the toys their parents and grandparents played with, with those of their own.
R.E: This term the children will consider the idea of "New Year". We will begin by discussing our own experiences of celebrations which take place in accordance with the Gregorian calendar. We will then look at Chinese New Year learning about the story behind the tradition and how and why the festival is celebrated today. To conclude this mini topic we will spend time making comparisons between the two ways of marking the end of one year and the start of another. We will then study some of the miracles Jesus performed as told in the New Testament before building on our learning about the significance of Easter for Christians and making our own Easter garden.
French: Our main topics in the first half term will be food and ordering food in a restaurant. In the second half term we will revise words for clothing, act out a mini clothes shopping conversation and begin looking at a simplified version of ‘The Three Little Pigs’ in French. This will include learning the names for some rooms and parts of a house.
Music: Year 2 will be concentrating on Pulse and Rhythm activities during the first half of term and Exploring Pitch activities towards the end of term. We will be listening and responding to a variety of descriptive music including music from other cultures and music that tells stories. We will be using ‘Stave House’ to learn note-names and we will be continuing to extend our vocal skills, singing a range of songs as well as starting to learn some songs for our concert in the Summer term. There will also be an instrumental concert at the end of term, for which the instrumental players will practise.
Art/D.T: This term in Year 2 Art we will be investigating the work of Antonio Gaudi and his mosaics designs, before designing our own building. There will also be a project for Mother’s Day. In Design and Technology we will investigate vehicles and how they move before designing and constructing a pull along vehicle.
Drama: Pupils will be introduced to performing basic scripts using voices, facial expressions and clear body language to express the feelings of a character. Particular note will be taken of the stage directions of a script; pupils will learn to follow and interpret these actions and movements to help tell the story. Pupils will be working in groups of 4 or 5 and will have to follow their scripts carefully in order to give a convincing and accurate performance.
I.C.T: To start the term, the children will be word processing a piece of work about their favourite toy. After this they will be developing their coding skills until half term. After half term, they will be using the computer to research Victorian toys, which is connected to their Humanities topic. To finish the term they will be learning about internet safety.
P.S.H.E: Through class and small group discussions, Year 2 will explore ideas that are pertinent to their everyday experiences. They will consider how to develop good relationships with their peers and to respect individual differences. In the Spring Term, topics are chosen that reinforce basic rules and cover the skills needed for keeping themselves healthy and safe.
Games, P.E and Swimming: In Games lessons, girls will begin to learn and develop the skills associated with netball and Boys will do likewise with rugby and football. Year 2 pupils will also have a weekly swimming lesson. In P.E lessons, pupils will develop their gymnastic skills, including movement and mirror work, different ways of jumping and travelling and linking movements together. Pupils will also continue to learn to move safely in space and practice their catching, throwing, passing and moving, through playing different ball games.
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