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Monday 21st January 2019

Dear Parents,

Barnardo’s National Choral Competition 2019

I am delighted to inform you that the Chamber Choir have been selected as finalists in the Barnardo’s National Choral Competition and are invited to sing at the Royal Festival Hall, London on Monday 4th March. The choir entered the competition in November via a CD recording and were selected from hundreds of entries so it is a great achievement to reach the finals in this prestigious event. 

The choir will sing two songs for the panel of judges at 12.30pm and the audience are welcome to watch.  All finalists then perform in the evening concert at 6.30pm. In this concert, each choir will sing one of their pieces and will also join together to form a mass choir. 

Tickets are now available from http://www.southbankcentre.co.uk or 0207 9604200 at various prices. Family and friends who are able to attend are advised to book as soon as possible as the event usually sells out quickly. The evening concert tickets also allow for entrance to the competition during the day. All proceeds from the tickets help to fund the work that Barnardo’s do in caring for disadvantaged children. 

Whilst some details remain to be confirmed, it is expected that the children will travel by coach on Monday 4th March, departing Hereford at approximately 7.30am and with the concert due to finish at 9.30pm, return time to Hereford is likely to be approximately 1am. Owing to the late night, pupils will be allowed to arrive at school at 10.30am the following day, if that is convenient for parents.

We anticipate that some parents will want to travel down to London independently prior to the event with their children, perhaps making a long weekend of it in the capital. This is perfectly acceptable, but please indicate this on the Firefly form (link below) and details will be sent out with adjusted timings and meeting place. Siblings of performers may attend the concert as Mr Wright has granted permission for them to be absent from school that day if required. Please be aware that if you are taking your child direct to the concert that there will not be a return seat on the coach available for them.
I will write with further details regarding costs per pupil (which we will keep to a minimum and expect to be between £15-20), exact timings and arrangements.  

Barnardo’s will have an official photographer taking photos throughout the rehearsals and concert for their records / promotion of the concert.  There may be some official filming taking place also.  Children’s names will be in the programme and a group photo of the choir will be included. Photos of the choir are also likely to be used in local media.

Finally, there is the possibility that we may be able to organise limited supporters’ transport to London. The costs and logistics of this will depend on numbers declaring an interest. If you would like to be included, please indicate this with number of places required on the form (link below). Please be aware that places will be allocated on a ‘first come first served’ basis.

Please complete the form by clicking on the link to Firefly here https://herefordcs.fireflycloud.net/letters-to-parents/barnardos-national-choral-competition-2019
Many thanks for your continued support and should you have any further questions regarding this very exciting opportunity for the pupils please contact me via r.toolan@herefordcs.com

Yours sincerely,

Rachael Toolan

Head of Music
Hereford Cathedral Junior School
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